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By  a  Pennsylvanian. 


Ah  !  Why  will  men  forget  that  they  are  Brethren  ? 

- —  Why  delight 

In  human  facrifice  ?  —  why  hurft  the  ties 
Of  Nature,  that  (honld  knit  their  Souls  together 
In  One  foft  band  of  Amity  and  Love  ? 

- -  Was  it  for  this 

Thy  breath  divine,  kindled  within  his  breaft. 

The  vital  flame  ? — For  this,  was  thy  fair  Image 
Stampt  on  his  Soul  with  god-like  limaments  ? 

For  this,  dominion  given  him  abfoiute 
O’er  all  thy  works,  only  that  he  might  reign 

Supreme  in  woe  ?  - 

-  O  !  better  far, 

Still  had  he  flept  in  uncreated  Night, 

If  this  the  Lot  of  Being  ! 


rotf.us. 
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An  ADDRESS,  &c. 

SO  much  hath  been  faid  upon  the  fubjefl: 

of  Slave-Keeping,  that  an  Apology  may 
be  required  for  this  Addrefs.  The  only 
one  I  fhall  offer  is,  that  the  Evil  ftill  conti¬ 
nues.  This  may  in  part  be  owing  to  the  great 
attachment  we  have  to  our  own  Intereff,  and 
In  part,  to  the  fubjedf  not  being  iully  exhaufled. 
The  design  of  the  following  addrefs  is  to  fum 
up  the  leading  arguments  againft  it,  feveral  of 
which  have  not  been  urged  by  any  of  thoie 
Authors  who  have  written  upon  it. 

Without  entering  into  the  Hiftory  of  the 
fads  which  relate  to  the  Slave  Trade,  I  fhall 
proceed  to  combat  the  principal  arguments 

which  are  ufed  to  fupport  it. 

I  need  hardly  fay  any  thing  in  favour  of  the 

Intelle£ls  of  the  Negroes,  or  of  their  capaci¬ 
ties  for  virtue  and  happinefs,  although  tbefe 
have  been  fuppofed,  by  feme,  to  be  inferior  to 

thofe 
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thofe  of  die  inhabitants  of  Europe.  The  ac¬ 
counts  which  travellers  give  us  of  their  ingenu¬ 
ity,  humanity,  and  ftrong  attachment  to  their 
parents,  relations,  friends  and  country,  fhow 
Ud  *^at  they  are  equal  to  the  Europeans,  when 
we  allow  for  the  diverfity  of  temper  and  genu- 
us  which  is  occaftoned  by  climate.  We  have 
many  well-attefted  anecdotes  of  as  fublime 
and  difinterefled  virtue  among  them  as  ever 
adoi  ned  a  Roman  or  a  Chriftian  charadter. 
But  we  are  to  diftinguifh  between  an  Afri¬ 
can  in  his  own  country,  and  an  African  in  a 
Rate  of  ftavery  in  America.  Slavery  is  fo  fo- 
reign  to  the  human  mind,  that  the  moral 
faculties,  as  w’ell  as  thofe  of  the  underftandin^ 

O 

are  debafed,  and  rendered  torpid  by  it.  All 
the  vices  which  are  charged  upon  the  Negroes 
in  the  fouthern  colonies  and  the  Weft-Indies, 
fuch  as  Idlenefs,  Treachery,  Theft,  and  the 
like,  are  the  genuine  offspring  of  flavery,  and 
ferve  as  an  argument  to  prove  that  they  were 
not  intended  for  it. 

Nor  let  it  be  faid,  in  theprefent  Age,  that 
tjieir  black  color  (as  it  is  commonly  called)  ei¬ 
ther 


M 


r  ii  — 
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ther  fubjeds  them  to,  or  qualifies  them  for  11a- 
very  IF*  The  vulgar  notion  of  their  being  de- 
fcended  from  Cain,  who  was  fuppofed  to  have* 
been  marked  with  this  color,  is  too  abfurd  to 
need  a  refutation.— Without  enquiring  into  the 
Caufe  of  this  blacknefs,  I  fhall  only  add  up¬ 
on  this  fubjed,  that  fo  far  from  being  a  curfe, 
L  fubjeds  the  Negroes  to  no  inconveniencies, 

but 

Montefquieu,  in  his  Spirit  of  Laws,  treats  this  argu- 
ment  with  the  ridicule  it  deferves. 

TXT"  ERE  I  to  vindicate  our  right  to  make  Haves 

VV  of  the  Negroes,  thefe  fliould  be  my  argu¬ 
ments.  1  ^ 

The  Europeans  having  extirpated  the  Americans,  were 
obliged  to  make  Haves  of  the  Africans  for  clearing  fuch 
vaft  trails  of  land. 

Sugar  wouid  be  too  dear,  it  the  plants  which  produce 
it  wrere  cultivated  by  any  other  than  Haves. 

Thefe  creatures  are  all  over  black,  and  with  fuch  a  flat 
nofe  that  they  can  fcarcely  be  pitied. 

It  is  hardly  to  be  believed  that  God,  who  is  a  wife  be- 
xiig,  fhould  place  a  foul,  eipecially  a  good  foul,  in  fuch 
a  black  ugly  body. 

The  Negroes  prefer  a  glafs  necklace  to  that  gold,  which 
polite  nations  fo  highly  value  ;  can  there  be  a  greater 
proof  of  their  wanting  common  fenfe  ? 

it  is  impofiible  for  us  to  fuppofe  thefe  creatures  to  be 
men,  becauie,  allowing  them  to  be  men,  a  fufpicion 
■a^uld  follow,  that  we  ourfelves  are  not  Chriflians.” 

Hook  x  v.  Cm  a  ?.  v. 
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but  on  the  contrary  qualifies  them  for  that  part 
of  the  Globe  in  which  providence  has  placed 
them.  The  ravages  of  heat,  difeafes  and  time, 
appear  lefs  in  their  faces  than  in  a  white  one  > 
and  when  we  exclude  variety  of  color  from  our 
ideas  of  Beauty,  they  may  be  faid  to  pofTefs  e- 
very  thing  neceffary  to  conftitute  it  in  com¬ 
mon  with  the  white  people. 

It  has  been  urged  by  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Sugar  Iflands  and  South  Carolina,  that  it  would 
be  impoffible  to  carry  on  the  manufactories  of 
Sugar,  Rice,  and  Indigo,  without  negro  flaves. 
No  manufactory  can  ever  be  of  confequence 
enough  to  fociety  to  admit  the  lead  violation  of 
the  Laws  of  juftice  or  humanity.  But  I  am  far 
from  thinking  the  arguments  ufed  in  favour  of 
employing  Negroes  for  the  cultivation  of  thefe 
articles,  fhould  have  any  \v  eight.  ►  *  M.  Le 

Poivre,  late  envoy  from  the  king  of  France,  to 

the 

|  «  Qoamvis  iile  niger,  qwam^is  tu  candidus  efles. 

_  ___  Nimhim  ne  crede  colori. 

Alba  Liguflra  caduot ;  Vaccinia  nigra  ieguntm. 

Virgil. 

“  I  am  black,— tot  cemelj'* 

Song  of  Solomon. 
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have  produced  double  the  quantity  that  is  now 
procured  from  the  labour  of  the  unfortunate 


negroes. 


“  What  advantage,  then,  has  accrued  to  Eu¬ 
rope,  civilized  as  it  is,  and  thoroughly  verf- 
ed  in  the  laws  of  nature,  and  the  rights  of 
mankind,  by  legally  authorizing  in  our  colo¬ 
nies,  the  daily  outrages  againft  human  nature, 
permitting  them  to  debafe  man  almoft  below 
the  level  of  the  beafts  of  the  field  ?  Thefe  fla- 
vifh  laws  have  proved  as  oppofite  to  its  intereft, 
as  they  are  to  its  honour,  and  to  the  laws  of 

9  ' 

humanity.  This  remark  I  have  often  made.” 

Liberty  and  property  form  the  bafis  of 
abundance,  and  good  agriculture  :  1  never  ob- 
ferved  it  to  flourifh  where  thofe  rights  of  man¬ 
kind  were  not  firmly  eftablifhed.  The  earth, 
which  multiplies  her  produdious  with  a  kind 
of  profufion,  under  the  hands  of  the  free-born 
labourer,  feems  to  fhrink  into  barrennefs  un¬ 
der  the  fweat  of  the  Have.  Such  is  the  will  of 
the  great  Author  of  our  Nature,  who  has  cre¬ 
ated  man  free,  and  afligned  to  him  the  earth, 
that  he  might  cultivate  his  pofleilion  with  the 

fweat 


LJ 
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fvveat  of  his  brow  ;  but  flill  fliould  enjoy  his 
Liberty.”  Now  if  the  plantations  in  the  ifU 
ands  and  the  fouthern  colonies  were  more  li¬ 
mited,  and  freemen  only  employed  in  working 
them,  the  general  product  would  be  gi eater,  al¬ 
though  the  profits  to  individuals  would  be  ]efs? 
— a  cir  cumftance  this,  which  by  diminifliing  o- 
pulence  in  a  few,  would  fupprefs  Luxury  and 
Vice, and  promote  that  equal  diflribution  ot  pro¬ 
perty,  which  appears  beft  calculated  to  pro¬ 
mote  the  welfare  of  Society.-- — I  know  it 
has  been  faid  by  Lome,  that  none  out  toe  na¬ 
tives  of  warm  climates  could  undergo  the 

B  exceilive 

*  From  this  account  of  Le  Poivre’s,  we  may  learn  the 
futility  of  the  argument,  that  the  number  of  vefiels  in  the 
fugar  trade,  ferve  as  a  nurfery  for  feamen,  and  that  the  Ne¬ 
groes  confume  a  laige  quantity  ol  the  manufafbues  of  Gieat 
Britain.  If  freemen  only  were  employed  in  the  iilands,  a 
double,  quantity  of  fugar  would  be  made,  and  of  courle 
twice  the  number  of  veifels  and  feamen  w©'uld  be  made  ufe 
of  in  the  trade.  One  freeman  confutes  ufually  four  times 
the  quantity  of  Britilh  goods  that  a  Negro  does.  S  aves 
generally  multiply  (lowly.  Freemen  multiply  in  propor¬ 
tion  as  flavery  is  difcourage-J.  It  is  to  be  hoped  therefore 
that  motives  of  policy  will  at  la(t  induce  Britons  to  give  up  a 
trade,  which  thofe  of  juftice  and  humanity  cannot  prevail 

upon  them  to  relinquilh. 
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exceffive  heat  and  labor  of  the  Weft-India  ill- 

ailds#  B ut  this  argument  js  founded  upon  an 
error;  for  the  reverfe  of  this  is  true.  I  have 
been  informed  by  good  authority,  that  one  Eu¬ 
ropean  who  efcapes  the  firft  or  fecond  year,  will 
Q0  twice  the  work,  and  live  twice  the  num¬ 
ber  of  years  that  an  ordinary  Negro  man  will 
go  .  noi  need  we  be  furpriz’d  at  this,  when  wc 
hear  that  fuch  is  the  natural  fertility  of  foil, 
and  lo  numerous  the  fpontaneous  fruits  of  the 
earth  in  the  interior  parts  of  Africa,  that  the 
natives  live  in  plenty  at  the  expence  of  little  or 
no  labor,  which,  in  warm  climates,  has  ever 
been  found  to  be  incompatible  with  long  life 
and  happinefs.  Future  ages,  therefore,  when 
they  read  the  accounts  of  the  Slave  Trade  ( — if 
they  do  not  regard  them  as  fabulous)  — — « 
will  be  at  a  lofs  which  to  condemn  moft,  our 
tolly  or  our  Guilt,  in  abetting  this  direct  vio¬ 
lation  of  the  Laws  of  nature  and  Religion. 

But  there  are  fome  who  have  gone  fo  far  as 
to  fay  that  Slavery  is  not  repugnant  to  the  Ge¬ 
nius  of  Chriftianity,  and  that  it  is  not  forbid¬ 
den  in  any  part  of  the  Scripture.  Natural 


and 


C  9  ) 

and  Revealed  Religion  always  fpeak  the  fame; 
things,  although  the  latter  delivers  its  precepts 
with  a  louder  and  more  dillin£l  voice  than  the 
former.  If  it  could  be  proved  that  no  teilimO' 
ny  was  to  be  found  in  the  Bible  againft  a  prac¬ 
tice  fo  pregnant  with  evils  of  the  moft  deilr ac¬ 
tive  tendency  to  focietv,  it  would  be  fufficient 
to  overthrow  its  divine  Original.  We  read  it  is 
true  of  Abraham’s  having  flaves  born  in  his 
houfe  ;  and  we  have  reafon  to  believe,  that 
part  of  the  riches  of  the  patriarchs  con  Med  in 
them  ;  but  we  can  no  more  infer  the  lawfulnefs 
of  the  pra&ice,  from  the  fhort  account  which  the 
Jewifh  hiflorian  gives  us  of  thefe  fadls,  than 
we  can  vindicate  telling  a  lie,  becaufe  Rahab 
is  not  condemned  for  it  in  the  account  which 
is  given  of  her  deceiving  the  king  of  Jericho. «[ 
We  read  that  fome  of  the  fame  men  indulged 
themfelves  in  a  plurality  of  wives,  with¬ 
out  any  ftriciures  being  made  upon  their  con¬ 
clude  for  it;  and  yet  no  one  will  pretend  to  lay, 
that  this  is  not  forbidden  in  many  parts  of  the 

Old 


Jofh,  t  , 


''  ■  £r  ‘  r/'-J  1  fJM  tii  ji'.-:  Y; .  ;v 


OldTeftament*.  But  we  are  told  the  Jews  kept 
the  Heathens  in  perpetual  bondage The  De- 
fign  of  providence  in  permitting  this  evil,  was 
probably  to  prevent  the  Jews  from  marrying  a- 
mongft  Grangers, to  which  theirintercourfewith 
them  upon  any  other  footing  than  that  of  flaves, 
would  naturally  have  inclined  them  ||.  Had 
this  taken  place — their  national  religion  would 
have  been  corrupted - ‘they  would  have  con¬ 


tracted  all  their  vices  f,  and  the  intention  of 
Providence  in  keeping  them  a  diftant  people,  in 
order  to  accomplifh  the  promife  made  to  Abra¬ 
ham,  that  “  in  his  feed  all  the  nations  of  the 
earth  fliould  be  blefted,”  would  have  been  de¬ 
feated  ; 


'*  Prov.  v.  ip,  iz,  zo. 


|  Levit.  xxv.  44,  4 5,  46. 


jj  That  marriage  with  Grangers  was  looked  upon  as  a 
crime  among  the  Jews,  we  learn  from  Ezra  ix.  1  to  6 ,  alio 
from  the  whole  of  Chapter  x. 

f  May  not  this  be  the  reafon  why  Swine’s  fiefh  was  for¬ 
bidden  to  the  Jews,  leaf!  they  Ihoul  be  tempted  to  eat  with 
their  Heathen  neighbours,  who  ufcd  it  in  diet?  This 
appears  more  probable  than  the  opinion  of  Doflor  MeAd, 
who  fuppofes  that  it  has  a  phyfical  tendency  to  produce  the 
leprofy;  or  that  of  Voltair  e,  who  afferts  that  the  Jews 
learned  to  abftain  from  this  Fiefh  from  the  ./Egyptians,  who 

valued 


. 


_ 


feated ;  fo  that  the  defcent  of  the  Mefliah  from 
Abraham,  could  not  have  been  traced,  and 
the  divine  commiffion  of  the  Son  of  God,  would 
have  wanted  one  of  its  moft  powerful  arguments 
to  fupport  it.  But  with  regard  to  their  own 
countrymen,  it  is  plain,  perpetual  flavery  was 
not  tolerated.  Hence,  at  the  end  of  feven  years 
or  in  the  year  of  the  jubilee,  all  the  Hebrew 
{laves  were  fet  at  liberty  f ,  and  it  was  held  un¬ 
lawful  to  detain  them  in  fervitude  longer  than 
that  time,  except  by  their  own  Confent.  % 

But  if,  in  the  partial  Revelation  which  God 

made 


valued  the  Hog  almotl  to  a  degree  of  idolatry  for  itsgreatufe- 
fulnefs  in  rooting  up  the  Ground.  What  makes  this  Con¬ 
jecture  the  more  probable  is,  that  the  Jews  abflained  from 
feveral  other  kinds  of  belli  ufed  by  their  Heathen  neighbours, 
which  have  never  been  accufed  of  bringing  on  difeafes  of 
the  fkin,  and  which  were  ufed  conbantly  in  diet  by  the 
Egyptians.  The  account  which  Tacitus  gives  of  the  diet  and 
cuftoms  of  the  Jews,  is  direCtly  to  our  purpofe - - • 


Bos  cpioque  immolantur,  auem  JEgyptii  apin  colunt. 
JEgyptii  pleraque  animalia,  Effigiefque  cornpofitas  venerantur; 
Judaei  mente  fola,  unumque  numen  intelligunt.  Sepeiati 
Epulis,  difereti  Cubilibus,  Alienarum  Concubitu  Abftinent  “ 

Hi st or.  Li  b.  V 


S» 


|  Deuteronomy  xxiv.  7.  —  f  Deut.  xv.  ia. 
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made,  of  his  will  to  the  Jews,  we  find  fuch 
teflimonies  againfl  llavery,  what  may  we  not 

expe£l  from  the  Gofpel,  the  Defign  of  which 
was  to  abolifh  all  diilindlions  of  name  and  coun¬ 
ty.  While  the  Jews  thought  they  complied 
with  the  precepts  of  the  law,  in  confining  the 
love  of  their  neighbour  cc  to  the  children  of  their 
own  people,”  Chrifl  commands  us  to  look  up¬ 
on  all  mankind  even  our  Enemies  §  as  our 
neighbours  and  brethren,  and  <c  in  all  things, 
to  do  unto  them  whatever  we  would  wifh  they 
fhould  do  unto  us.”  He  tells  us  further  that 
his  <c  Kingdom  is  not  of  this  World,”  and 
therefore  conflantly  avoids  faying  any  thing 
that  might  interfere  diredlly  with  the  Roman  or 
Jewifh  Governments  :  and  although  hedoes  not 
call  upon  mailers  to  emancipate  their  flaves,  or 
flaves  to  afiert  that  Liberty  wherewith  God 
and  Nature  had  made  them  free,  yet  there  is 
fcarcely  a  parable  or  a  fermon  in  the  whole  hif- 
tory  of  his  life,  but  what  contains  the  flrongefl 

arguments  againfl  Slavery.  Every  prohibition 

of 

§  This  is  ftrongly  inculcated  in  the  ftory  of  the  good 
Samaritan,  Luke  x. 
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of  Covetoufnefs — Intemperance — Pride — Un- 
cleannefs — Theft — and  Murder,  which  he  de¬ 
livered, — every  lefTon  of  meeknefs,  humility, 
torbearance,  Charity,  Self-denial,  and  brother¬ 
ly-love,  which  he  taught,  are  levelled  againft 

this  evil;- - for  Slavery,  while  it  includes  all 

the  former  Vices,  neceflarily  excludes  the  prac¬ 
tice  oi  all  the  latter  Virtues,  both  from  the 

Mafler  and  the  Slave.* - -Let  fuch,  therefore, 

who  vindicate  the  traffic  of  buying  and  felling 
Souls,  feek  fome  modern  Syltem  of  Religion  to 
fupport  it,  and  not  prefume  to  fan£Iify  their 
crimes  by  attempting  to  reconcile  it  to  the  fub- 

lime  and  perfect  Religion  of  the  Great  Author 
of  Chriflianity.* 

There 

*  The  influence  of  Chriftianity  in  putting  a  flop  to  Sia- 
▼ery,  appears  in  the  firft  chriftian  emperor  Conftantine,  wh® 
commanded,  under  the  levered  penalties,  all  fuch  as  had 
Slaves,  to  fet  them  at  liberty.  He  afterwards  contrived  to 
render  the  manumiflion  of  them  much  eafier  than  formerly, 
tor  indead  of  recurring  to  the  forms  prefcribed  by  the  Ro¬ 
man  laws,  which  were  attended  with  great  difficulties  and  a 
confiderable  expcnce,  he  gave  leave  to  mailers  to  infranchife 
their  (laves  in  the  prefence  of  a  biffiop,  or  a  minifier  and  a 
#hridian  affembly. 

Univerfal  Xlidory,  vol.  xv.  p.  574,  577- 

Dr. 


/ 
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There  are  fome  amongft  us  who  cannot  help 
allowing  the  force  of  our  laft  argument,  but 
plead  as  a  motive  for  importing  and  keeping 
flaves,  that  they  become  acquainted  with  the 
principles  of  the  religion  of  our  country. — This 
is  likejuftifying  a  highway  robbery  becaufe  part 

of 

Dr.  Robertson,  in  treating  of  tliofe  caufes  which 
weakened  the  feudal  fyfiem,  and  finally  abolifhed  Slavery  in 
Europe,  in  the  14th  century,  lias  the  following  Obfer- 
vations - 

i(  The  gentle  fpirit  of  the  Chriilian  Religion,  together 
with  the  doctrines  which  it  teaches,  concerning  the  original 
equality  of  mankind,  as  well  as  the  impartial  eye  with  which 
the  almighty  regards  men  of  every  condition,  and  admits 
them  to  a  participation  of  his  benefits,  are  inconfiftent  with 
fervitude.  But  in  this,  as  in  many  other  instances,  Consi¬ 
derations  of  Intereft  and  the  Maxims  of  falfe  Policy,  led  men 
to  a  conduct  inconfiftent  with  their  principles.  They  were 
fo  fenfible,  however,  of  the  Iuconfiftency,  that  to  fet  their 
Fellow  Chriflians  at  liberty  from  fervitude  was  deemed  an  a£t 
of  piety  highly  meritorious,  and  acceptable  to  Heaven.  The 
humane  fpirit  of  the  Chrifiian  Religion,  fh'uggled  with  the 
Maxims  and  Manners  of  the  World,  and  contributed  more 
than  any  other  civcumfdance,  to  introduce  the  practice  of 
manumiffion.  The  formality  of  manumiflion  was  executed 
in  a  church  or  a  religious  affembly.— — The  perfon  to  be  fet 
free,  was  led  round  the  great  altar,  with  a  torch  in  his  hand, 
he  took  hold  of  the  horns  of  the  altar,  and  there  the  folemn 
words  conferring  liberty,  were  pronounced.'’ 

Charles  V.  Hiftorical  Iliuftrations.  Note  xs. 


/ 
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of  the  money  acquired  in  this  manner  was  ap^ 
propriated  to  fome  religious  ufe. — Chrifiianity 
will  never  be  propagated  by  any  other  methods 
than  thofe  employed  by  Chriftand  his  Apoflles* 
Slavery  us  an  engine  as  little  fitted  for  that  pur- 
pofe  as  Fire  or  theSworJ.  A  Chriftian  Slave  is 
a  contradiction  in  terms.  §  But  if  we  enquire 
into  the  methods  employed  for  converting  the 
Negroes  to  Chriftianity,  we  fliall  find  the  means 
fuited  to  the  end  propofed.  In  many  places 
Sunday  is  appropriated  to  work  for  themfelves. 
reading  and  writing  are  difeouraged  among 
them.  A  belief  is  even  inculcated  among#  fome, 
that  they  have  no  Souls.  In  a  word,  Every 
attempt  to  inftruCt  or  convert  them,  has 

C  been 


§  St-  Paul’s  letter  to  Philemon,  in  behalf  of  Onefimus, 
is  faid  by  fome  to  contradidt  this  aftTertion,  but,  if  viewed 
properly,  will  rather  fupport  it.  He  defires  Philemon  to  re¬ 
ceive  him  “not  as  a  Servant,  hut  as  a  Brother  beloved, 

“  as  his  Son — and  p?.rt  of  h'mfelf.”  In  other  pait^  of  his 
Writings,  he  obliquely  hints  at  the  impolfibility  of  uniting 
the  duties  of  a  Chriftian,  with  the  offices  of  a  Slave. 

-re  bought  with  a  price,  be  not  therefore  the  fervants  of 
men.”  i  Cornith.  vii.  23-  Had  he  lived  to  fee  chriftianity 
eftablifhcd  by  Law,  in  the  countries  where  he  preached,  with 
what  a  torrent  ®f  chriftian  eloquence  may  we  not  iuppofe  h* 
woMld  have  declaimed  againft  flavery 


/ 
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!  been  conftantly  oppofed  by  their  m afters.  Nor 

has  the  example  of  their  chriftian  mafters  any 
tendency  to  prejudice  them  in  favor  of  our  reli¬ 
gion.  How  often  do  they  betray,  in  their  Hid¬ 
den  tranfports  of  anger  and  refentment,  (againft 
which  there  is  no  reftraint  provided  towards 
th  eir  Negroes)  the  moft  violent  degrees  of  paf- 
fion  and  tury  ! - >What  luxury — what  ingrati¬ 

tude  to  the  fupreme  being— what  impiety  in 
their  ordinary  converfation  do  fome  of  them 
difeover  in  the  prefence  of  their  Haves  !  I  fay 
nothing;  of  the  diilolution  of  marriage  vows,  or 
the  entire  abolition  of  matrimony,  which  the 
frequent  fale  of  them  introduces,  and  which  arc 
diredly  contrary  to  the  laws  of  nature  and  the 
principles  of  chriftianity.  Would  to  Heaven  I 
could  here  conceal  the  (hocking  violations  of 
chaftity,  which  fome  of  them  are  obliged  to  un¬ 
dergo  without  daring  to  complain.  Hufbands 
have  been  forced  to  proftitute  their  wives,  and 
mothers  their  daughters  to  gratify  the  bru¬ 
tal  luft  of  a  mafter.  This— all— this  is  prac- 

tifed - Blufh  — —  ye  impure  and  hardened 

wretches,  while  I  repeat  it - *  by  men  who 

call  themfelves  chriftians ! 


But 
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But  further - It  has  been  faid  that  we  do 

a  kindnefs  to  the  Negroes  by  bringing  them  to 
America,  as  we  thereby  fave  their  lives,  which 
had  been  forfeited  by  their  being  conquered  in 
war  Let  fuch  as  prefer  or  inflidt  ilavery  ra¬ 
ther  than  Death,  difown  their  being  defoerided 
from  or  connedled  with  our  mother  countries, 

• - But  it  will  be  found  upon  enquiry,  that 

many  are  holen  or  fed uced  from  their  friends 
who  have  never  been  conquered  ;  and  it  is  plain, 
from  the  teftimony  of  hidorians  and  travellers? 

that 

et  From  the  right  of  killing  in  cafe  of  conqueft,  politici¬ 
ans  have  drawn  that  of  reducing  to  flavery  ;  a  conference  as 
ill  grounded  as  the  principle. 

There  is  no  fuch  thing  as  a  Right  of  reducing  people  to 
flavery,  but  when  it  becomes  neceflary  for  the  prefervation 
of  the  conqueft.  Prefervation,  but  not  fervitude,  is  the  end 
of  conquefl: ;  though  fervitude  may  happen,  fometimes  to  be 
a  neceiTary  means  of  Prefervation. 

Even  in  that  cafe  it  is  contrary  to  the  nature  of  things, 
that  the  flavery  fhould  be  perpetual.  The  people  enflaved 
©ught  to  be  rendered  capable  of  becoming  fubjefts.” 

Montefquie’s  Spirit  of  Laws,  Book.  x.  Chap.  3. 

(C  Servi  autem  ex  eo  appellati  funt,  quod  I  roper  a  tores  cap- 
tivos  vendere,  ac  per  hoc  fervare,  nec  Occidere  folent.  Ser- 
vitus  eft  Conftitutio  'Juris  Gentium ,  qua  quis  Dominio  alie- 

no  contra  Naturuam  fubjicitur. - ^ 

Juftinian.  Inftitut.  L.  i.  Tit.  3. 

By  what  right  are  the  Children  of  thefe  Captives  kept  i^ 
? 
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that  wars  were  uncommon  among  them,  until 
the  chriftians  who  began  the  Have  trade,  ftirred 
up  the  different  nations  to  fight  againft  each 
other.  Sooner  let  them  imbrue  their  hands  in 
each  others  blood,  or  condemn  one  another  to 
perpetual  Haver;.',  than  the  name  of  one  chriftt- 
an,  or  one  American,  be  ftained  by  the  perpe- 
tration  of  fuch  enormous  crimes. 

Nor  let  it  be  urged  that  by  treating  flaves 
well,  we  render  their  Situation  happier  in  this 

Country,  than  it  was  in  their  own. - Slavery 

and  Vice  are  connected  together,  and  the  latter 
is  always  a  Source  of  mifery.  Befides,  by 
the  greateff  humanity  we  can  fhow  them,  we 
only  leffen,  but  do  not  remove  the  crime,  for 
the  injuftice  of  it  continues  the  fame.  The 
laws  of  retribution  are  fo  ftfongly  inculcated 
by  the  moral  governor  of  the  world,  that 
even  the  ox  is  entitled  to  his  reward  for 
treading  the  Corn.”  How  great  then 
muff  be  the  amount  of  that  injuftice,  w’hich 
deprives  fo  many  of  our  fellow  Creatures  of  the 
Juft  reward  of  their  labor. 

But  it  will  be  afked  here,  What  fteps  fhall 
y/e  take  to  remedy  this  Evil^  and  what  fha:- 

we 
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infirmities  are  unfit  to  be  fet  at  liberty,  I  would 
propofe,  for  the  good  of  fociety,  that  they 
fliould  continue  the  property  of  thofe  with  whom 
they  grew  old,  or  from  whom  they  contracted 
thofe  vices  and  infirmities.  But  let  the  young 
Negroes  be  educated  in  the  principles  of  virtue 
and  religion- — let  them  be  taught  to  read,  and 

write - —and  afterwards  intruded  in  fome 

bufinefs,  whereby  thev  may  be  able  to  maintain 
themfelves.  Let  laws  be  made  to  limit  the  time 
of  their  fervitude,  and  to  entitle  them  to  all  the 
privileges  of  free-born  Britifh  fubie&s.  At  any 
rate  let  Retribution  be  done  io  God  and  t q 
Society 

And 

*  A  worthy  friend  of  mine  has  favoured  me  with  the  fol¬ 
lowing  Extrad  of  a  letter  from  Granville  Sharp,  Ef<p;, 
of  London. 

“TAM  to'd  of  fome  Regulations  that  have  taken  Place  in 

X  the  Spaniffi  Colonies,  which  do  the  Spaniards  much 
Honor,  and  are  certainly  worthy  our  Imitation,  in  cafe  we 
thould  not  be  fo  happy  as  to  obtain  an  entire  Abolition  of 
Slavery,  and  probably  you  wou’d  find  many  American  Sub¬ 
jects  that  wou’d  be  willing  to  promote  fuch  Regulations,  tho* 
the  fame  People  wou’d  ftrenoufly  oppofe  the  feheme  of  a  to¬ 
tal  Abolition  of  Slavery.  I  have  never  feen  an  Account  of 
the  Spanifh  Regulations  in  writing,  but  I  underhand  that 
they  are  to  the  following  EffeCt :  As  foon  as  a  (lave  is  landed, 
his  Name,  Price,  &c.  are  regiher’d  in  a  public  Office, 
and  the  Maher  is  obliged  to  allow  him  One  Working  Day  in 

every 
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And  now  my  countrymen,  What  fhall  I  add 
more  to  roufe  up  your  Indignation  againft  Slave¬ 
keeping.  Confider  the  many  complicated  crimes 
it  involves  in  it.  Think  of  the  bloody  Wars 
which  are  fomented  by  it,  among  the  African 
nations,  or  if  thefe  are  too  common  to  affeft  you, 

think 


every  Week  to  himfelf,  befides  Sundays,  fo  that  if  the  Slave 
chufes  to  work  for  his  Mailer  on  that  Day,  he  receives  the 
Wages  of  a  Freeman  tor  it,  and  whatever  he  gains  by  his 
Labor  on  that  Day,  is  fo  fecured  to  him  by  Law,  that  the 
Matter  cannot  deprive  him  of  it.  This  is  certainly  a  confi- 
derable  Step  towards  the  abolifhing  abfolute  Slavery.  As  foon 
as  the  Have  is  able  to  purchafe  another  working  Day,  the 
matter  is  obliged  to  fell  it  to  him  at  a  proportionable  price, 
viz.  i -fifth  Part  of  his  original  Cott  :  and  fo  likewife  the  re¬ 
maining  4  Days  at  the  fame  Rate,  as  foon  as  the  Slave  is  able 
to  redeem  them,  after  which  he  is  abfolutely  free.  This  is 
fuch  an  Encouragement  to  Induftry,  that  even  the  mod  in¬ 
dolent  are  tempted  to  exert  themfelves.  Men  who  have  thus 
worked  out  their  Freedom  are  inured  to  the  Labor  of  the 
Country  and  are  certainly  the  mod  ufeful  Subjefts  that  a  Co¬ 
lony  can  acquire.  Regulations  might  be  formed  upon  the 
fame  Plan  to  encourage  the  Induftry  of  Slaves  that  arc  already 
imported  into  the  colonies,  which  would  teach  them  how  to 
maintain  themfelves  and  be  as  ufeful,  as  well  as  lefs  expen- 
five  to  the  Planter.  They  would  by  fuch  Means  become 
Memheis  of  Society  and  have  an  Intereft  in  the  Welfare  of 
the  Community,  which  would  add  greatly  to  the  Strength 
and  Security  of  each  Colony  ;  whereas,  at  prefent,  many  of 
the  Planters  are  in  continual  Danger  of  being  cut  off  by  their 
Slaves. — a  Fate  which,  they  bat  too  juftly  deferve!” 
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think  of  the  pangs  which  attend  the  diflblutioil 
of  the  ties  of  nature  in  thofe  who  are  fiolen  from 

their  relations.  Think  of  the  many  thoufands 

§ 

whoperifti  by  ficknefs,  melancholy,  and  filicide* 
in  their  voyages  to  America.  Puriue  the  poor 
devoted  victims  to  one  of  the  Weft  India  iflands, 
and  fee  them  expofed  there  to  public  fale.  Hear 
their  cries,  and  fee  their  looks  cf  tendernefs  2t 
each  other,  upon  being  feperated- — Mothers  are 
torn  from  their  Daughters,  and  Brothers  from 
Brothers,  without  the  liberty  of  a  parting  em¬ 
brace.  Their  mailer’s  name  is  now  marked  up¬ 
on  their  breafts  with  a  red  hot  iron.  But  let  us 
purfue  them  into  a  Sugar  Field  :  and  behold  a 

feene  ftill  more  affedling  than  this- - See  ! 

the  poor  wretches  with  what  rcludlance  they 
take  their  inftruments  of  labor  into  their  hands, 

_ Some  of  them,  overcome  with  heat  and  fick- 

nefs,  feek  to  refrefh  themfelves  by  a  little  reft. 

„ _ —But,  behold  an  Overfeer  approaches  them 

—In  vain  they  fue  for  pity. - He  lifts  up 

his  Whip,  while  ftreams  of  Blood  follow  every 
ftroke.  Neither  age  nor  fex  are  fpared.  —  Me- 
thinks  one  of  them  is  woman  far  advanced  in 

her  pregnancy. — At  a  little  diftance  from  thefe 

behold 


s 


behold  a  man,  who  from  his  countenance  and 
deportment  appears  as  if  he  was  defcended  fiom 

illuflrious  anceitors.*  Yes. — He  is  the  fon  of 

a  Prince,  and  was  torn  by  a  flratagem,  from 

an  amiable  wife  and  two  young  children.' - - 

Mark  his  fullen  looks  !- - now  he  bids  defiance 

to  the  tyranny  of  his  Mailer,  and  in  an  inflant— 
plunges  a  Knife  into  his  Heart.— But  let  us  re¬ 
turn  from  this  Scene,  and  fee  the  various  modes 
of  arbitrary  punilhments  infli£led  upon  them  by 
their  mailers.  Behold  one  covered  with  Hripesj 
into  which  melted  wax  is  poured-— another  tied 
down  to  a  block  or  a  flake— a  third  fufpended  in 
the  air  by  his  thumbs  —  a  fourth - 1  can¬ 
not  relate  it. — - Where  now  is  Law 

« 

or  Jullice  ?  — - Let  us  fly  to  them  to  Hep  in 

for  their  relief. - —  . Alas  !  - - The  one  is 

filent,  and  the  other  denounces  more  terrible 
punilhments  upon  them.  Let  us  attend  the 
place  appointed  for  inflidling  the  penalties  of 
the  law.  See  here  one  without  a  limb,  whofe 
only  crime  was  an  attempt  to  regain  his  Liberty. 
—  another  led  to  a  Gallows  for  Healing  a  mor- 
fel  of  Bread,  to  which  his  labor  gave  him  a  bet- 

0  ter 
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ter  title  than  his  matter— a  third  famifhing  on 

r  gibbet - a  fourth,  in  a  flame  cf  Fire  !  his 

fhrieks  pierce  the  very  heavens, —  - _  Q  f 

God!  where  is  thy  Vengeance!- _  O! 

Humanity  —  Juttice  ~  Liberty— Religion  !— 
Where,— -  where  are  ye  fled. _ 

This  is  no  exaggerated  Pidure.  It  is  taken 

from  real  Life.- - Before  I  conclude  I  fhall 

take  the  liberty  of  addrefling  feveral  Clafles  of 
my  countrymen  in  behalf  of  our  Brethren  (for 

by  that  name  may  we  now  call  them)  who  are 
jn  a  Aate  ox  Slavery  ?'mongA  us. 

In  the  fir  A  place  le*t  Magistrates  both  fu- 
preme  and  inferior,  exert  the  authority  they  are 
invetted  with,  in  fupprefling  this  evil.  Let  theni 
difeountenance  it  by  their  example,  and  (liow  a 
reaainefs  to  concur  in  every  meafure  propofed 
to  remedy  it. 

Let  Legislators,  refled  upon  the  trufl:  re- 
poled  iM  them.  Let  their  laws  be  made  after 
the  Spirit  of  Religion  —  Liberty— and  our  mofl 
cxcedent  Englitti  Conflitution.  You  cannot 
fhow  your  attachment  to  your  King,  or  your 
]ove  to  your  country  better,  than  by  fupprefling 
an  evil  which  endangers  the  dominions  of  the 

former 
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former,  and  will  in  Time  deitroy  the  liberty 
of  the  latter.  *  Population,  and  the  acce/Iion 
of  Grangers,  in  which  the  Riches  of  all  coun¬ 
tries  confift,  can  only  fl ourifh  in  proportion  as 
flavery  is  difcouraged.  Extend  the  privileges 
we  enjoy,  to  every  human  creature  bornamongft 

us,  and  let  not  the  Journals  of  our  Affemblies 

* 

be  difgraced  with  the  records  of  laws,  which 
allow  exclufive  privileges  to  men  of  one  color 
in  preference  to  another.  $ 

Ye  men  of  Sense  and  Virtue - -Ye  Ad¬ 

vocates 

“  In  moderate  governments,  it  is  a  point  of  the  higheft 
importance,  that  there  fhoiald  not  be  a  great  number  of  flavcs. 
The  political  liberty  of  thofe  Hates  adds  to  the  value  of  civil 
liberty;  and  he  who  is  deprived  of  the  latter,  is  alfo  deprived 
of  the  former.  He  fees  the  happinefs  of  a  fociety,  of  which, 
he  is  not  fo  much  as  a  member;  he  fees  the  Security  of  Ci¬ 
thers  fenced  by  laws,  hiinfelf  without  fo  much  as  protection. 
He  .ees  his  matter  has  a  Soul,  that  can  enlarge  itfelf;  whil« 
his  own  is  conttrained  to  fubmit  to  aimott  continual  depreltt- 
on.  Nothing  more  aflimilates  a  Man  to  a  Beatt,  than  living 
among  Freemen,  himfelf  a  Slave.  Such  people  as  thefe  arc 
the  natural  enemies  of  a  fociety,  and  their  number  mutt  be 

dangerous.”  Spirit  of  Laws,  Book  xv.  Chapt. 

f  ^ie  alterations  in  the  laws  in  favour  of  Negroes,  ttiould 
be  gradual,  ’till  the  evil  Habits  they  have  acquired  by  Sla¬ 
very,  are  eradicated.  There  are  feveral  privileges,  however, 
which  might  be  extended  to  them  immediately,  without  the 
leattrilk  to  Society,  in  particular  that  ineftiraable  one  of  Try. 
al  byJujuEs. 
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locates  for  American  Liberty,  roufe  up  and 
efpoufe  the  caufe  of  Humanity  and  general  Li¬ 
berty.  Pear  ateflimony  againft  a  vice  which  de¬ 
grades  human  nature,  and  diffolves  that  univer- 
fal  tie  of  benevolence  which  fhould  canned  all 
the  children  of  men  together  in  one  great  Fa¬ 
mily.- - The  plant  of  liberty  is  of  fo  tender 

a  Nature,  that  it  cannot  thrive  long  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood  of  flavery.  Remember  the  eyes  of  all 
Europe  are  fixed  upon  you,  to  preferve  an  a- 
fylum  for  freedom  in  this  country,  after  the  laft 
pillars  of  it  are  fallen  in  every  other  quarter  of 

i 

the  Globe* 

But  chief! y— — -ye  Ministers  of  the  Gos» 
pEL,  whofe  dominion  over  the  principles  and 
a£lions  of  men  is  fo  univerfally  acknowledged 
^and  felt,- — --Ye  whoeflimate  the  worth  of  your 
fellow  creatures  by  their  Immortality,  and  there¬ 
fore  rauft  look  upon  all  mankind  as  equal,  — - 
Jet  your  zeal  keep  pace  with  your  opportunities 
to  put  a  flop  to  flavery.  While  you  enforce 
the  duties  of  ££  tithe  and  cummin,”  negle&  not 
the  weightier  laws  of  juftice  and  humanity* 
Slavery  is  an  Hydra  fin,  and  includes  in  it  every 

t 

violation  of  the  precepts  of  the  Law  and  the 

Gofpel* 
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Gofpel.  In  vain  will  you  command  your  flocks 
to  offer  up  the  incence  of  Faith  and  Charity, 
while  they  continue  to  mingle  the  Sweat  and 

blood  of  Negro  Haves  with  their  facrifices. - - 

If  the  Blood  of  Able  cried  aloud  for  vengeance  ; 
— If,  under  the  Jewifh  difpenfation,  Cities  of 
refuse  could  not  fcreen  the  deliberate  murderer 
— if  even  manflaughter  required  facrifices  to 

expiate  it, - and  if  a  fingle  murder  fo  feldom 

efcapes  with  impunity  in  any  civilized  country, 
what  may  you  not  fay  againfl:  that  trade,  or 
thofe  manufa&ures — or  Laws,  §  which  deffroy 
the  lives  of  fo  many  thoufands  of  our  fellow 

creatures  every  year  ? - If  in  the  Old  Tefta- 

ment  “  God  fwears  by  his  holinefs,  and  by  the 
excellency  of  Jacob,  that  the  Earth  fhall  trem¬ 
ble  and  every  one  mourn  that  dwelleth  therein 

for 

§  “  If  any  Negro  or  other  Slave  under  punifhment  by  his 
smarter,  or  his  order  for  running  away,  ©r  any  other  crimes 
or  mifdemeanors  towards  his  faid  mafter,  unfortunately  fhall 
fiiffer  in  life  or  member,  no  perfon  whatever  fhall  be  liable 
to  any  fine;  But  if  any  man  fhall  of  wantonnefs,  or  only  of 
bloody  mindednefs,  or  cruel  intention,  wilfully  kill  a  Negro, 
or  other  Have  of  his  own,  he  fhall  deliver  into  the  public 
^reafury  fifteen  pounds  fterling,  and  not  be  liable  to  any  o- 
fiker  punishment,  or  forfeiture  for  the  fame.” 

Laws  of  Barbadoes,  A  &  319* 
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for  the  iniquity  of  thofe  who  opprefs  the  poor 
and  crufh  the  needy,  who  buy  the  poor  witft 
filver,  and  the  needy  with  a  pair  of  fhoes/>f 
what  judgments  may  you  not  denounce  upon 
thofe  who  continue  to  perpetrate  thefe  crimes3 
after  the  more  full  difcovery  which  God  has 
made  of  the  law  of  Pquity  in  the  New-Tefta- 
ment.  Put  them  in  mind  of  the  Rod  which 
was  held  over  them  a  few  years  ago  in  the  Stamp, 
and  Revenue  Ads.  Remember  that  national 
.  crimes  require  national  punifhments,  and  with¬ 
out  declaring  what  punilhment  awaits  this  evil, 
you  may  venture  to  allure  them,  that  it  cannot 
pafs  with  impunity,  unlefs  God  fhall  ceafe  to  be 
juft  or  merciful. 

v 
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